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The discussion about comparative advantage never stops. If China’s 
economy is developed according to the Comparative Advantage theory, will 
capital and technology be accumulated, and comparative advantage be changed, 
then export commodity structure and industrial structure be updated? Or will 
China always produce and export labor-intensive products? This paper makes a 
positivist analysis on the above.  
China is so far at the crucial stage to update its trade and industrial 
structure, so it’s beneficial for decision-making to understand the changes and 
trends of export commodity structure and comparative advantage of China.  
The innovations of this paper are: more complete and new statistics; 
adopting three indexes at and same time and make comparison; analysis of each 
kind of products on the basis of SITC; a different conclusion   from other 
relative research that capital-and-technology-intensive products dominate 
China’s export now.  
The author lists the main methods to demonstrate comparative advantage, 
then chooses Revealed Comparative Advantage index and Trade 
Competitiveness index after Comparative Advantage theory and Comparative 
Advantage strategy and Non-comparative Advantage strategy both are 
introduced.  The positivist analysis on export commodity structure and 
comparative advantage of China suggests that China owes advantage in 
labor-intensive products, but the export share of labor-intensive products has 
been overtaken by capital-and-technology-intensive products. As to the trends, 
China is updating its export commodity structure and comparative advantage 
from labor-intensive products to capital-and-technology-intensive products. The 
outcome also proves that SITC2, SITC3, SITC7 and SITC8 affects China’s   
export the most. Given consideration the facts that export of labor-intensive 
products (esp. SITC8) is affected by trade conflicts,  the export of 













from the government, and foreign  companies dominate China’s export, the 
author holds that in order to really owes advantage in  
capital-and-technology-intensive products and update industrial structure, on 
one hand, market should be strengthened; on the other hand, the ratio of the 
native trading companies should be raised. Only with the measure, the 
Comparative Advantage theory can be applied in China’s economy.  
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第一章  导    言 
一、选题原因和目的 
本文的选题背景是近几年来中国经济学界关于比较优势与结构升级问
题的讨论，笔者尝试从实证角度对这个问题进行探索和分析。                     
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